Duodenal ulcer in childhood: a continuing disease in adult life.
Thirty-one of the 37 children with duodenal ulcers were available for follow-up. Of the 28 patients treated medically, 22 had persistence of symptoms over periods up to 18 yr after the time of the initial diagnosis. Five patients required surgery elsewhere for complications, thirteen showed ulcer crater or duodenal deformity on a follow-up barium meal studies. Earlier surgery is recommended in chronic ulcer disease.